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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for the following claim amendments in this examiner's amendment was 
given in a telephone interview with Neal Cohen and Valerie Sarigumba on March 24, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. Claims 6, 13-15, 17-20, 22-26, 28-31, and 33 are cancelled . 

2. Replace claim 1 with the following: 

1. A method of delivering information across a computer network, comprising the steps of: 
receiving a request from a client program for user-selected information; and 
transmitting one of (a) only a provider-selected commercially-sponsored message to the 
client program for display, in response to the request, if no provider-selected commercially- 
sponsored message meeting a provider-selected criteria has been previously transmitted to the 
client program, or (b) only the user-selected information to the client program for display, if a 
provider-selected commercially-sponsored message meeting the provider-selected criteria has 
been previously transmitted to the client program; 
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wherein any provider-selected commercially-sponsored message meeting the provider- 
selected criteria comprises HTML and javascript which causes the provider-selected 
commercially-sponsored message meeting the provider-selected criteria to be displayed for a 
limited time period when it is transmitted, after which the client program automatically requests 
the user-selected information. 

3 . Replace claim 2 with the following: 
2. An apparatus for delivering information across a computer network, comprising: 
a computer network; and 

an information server for receiving a request for user-selected information from a client 
program; 

the server configured to transmit one of (a) only a provider-selected commercially- 
sponsored message to the client program for display, in response to the request, if no provider- 
selected commercially-sponsored message meeting a provider-selected criteria has been 
previously transmitted to the client program, or (b) only the user-selected information to the 
client program for display, if a provider-selected commercially-sponsored message meeting the 
provider-selected criteria has been previously transmitted to the client program; 

wherein any provider-selected commercially-sponsored message meeting the provider- 
selected criteria comprises HTML and javascript which causes the provider-selected 
commercially-sponsored message meeting the provider-selected criteria to be displayed for a 
limited time period when it is transmitted by the server, after which the client program 
automatically requests the user-selected information from the server. 
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4. Replace claim 3 with the following: 

3. A method of delivering information across a computer network, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request from a client program for user-selected information; and 
transmitting one of (a) only a provider-selected commercially- sponsored message to the 
client program for display, in response to the request, if no provider-selected commercially- 
sponsored message meeting a provider-selected criteria has been previously transmitted to the 
client program within at least one provider-selected interval, or (b) only the user-selected 
information to the client program for display, if a provider-selected commercially-sponsored 
message meeting the provider-selected criteria has been previously transmitted to the client 
program within at least one provider-selected interval; 

wherein any provider-selected commercially-sponsored message meeting the provider- 
selected criteria comprises HTML and javascript which causes the provider-selected 
commercially-sponsored message meeting the provider-selected criteria to be displayed for a 
limited time period when it is transmitted, after which the client program automatically requests 
the user-selected information. 

5. Replace claim 4 with the following: 

4. An apparatus for delivering information across a computer network, comprising: 

a computer network; and 

an information server for receiving a request for user-selected information from a client 
program; 
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the server configured to transmit one of (a) only a provider-selected commercially- 
sponsored message to the client program for display, in response to the request, if no provider- 
selected commercially-sponsored message meeting a provider-selected criteria has been 
previously transmitted to the client program within at least one provider-selected interval, or (b) 
only the user-selected information to the client program for display, if a provider-selected 
commercially-sponsored message meeting the provider-selected criteria has been previously 
transmitted to the client program within at least one provider-selected interval; 

wherein any provider-selected commercially-sponsored message meeting the provider- 
selected criteria comprises HTML and javascript which causes the provider-selected 
commercially-sponsored message meeting the providers-selected criteria to be displayed for a 
limited time period when it is transmitted by the server, after which the client program 
automatically requests the user-selected information from the server. 

6. Replace claim 32 with the following: 
32. A method of delivering information across a computer network, comprising the steps of: 
receiving a request from a client program for user-selected information; and 
transmitting one of (a) only a provider-selected commercially-sponsored message to the 
client program for display in a browser window associated with the client program, in response 
to the request, if no provider-selected commercially-sponsored message meeting a provider- 
selected criteria has been previously transmitted to the client program, or (b) only the user- 
selected information to the client program for display in a browser window associated with the 
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client program, if a provider-selected commercially-sponsored message meeting the provider- 
selected criteria has been previously transmitted to the client program; 

wherein any provider-selected commercially-sponsored message meeting the provider- 
selected criteria comprises HTML and javascript which causes the provider-selected 
commercially-sponsored message meeting the provider-selected criteria to be displayed for a 
limited time period when it is transmitted, after which the client program automatically requests 
the user-selected information. 

7. Replace claim 34 with the following: 
34. The method of claim 32, further comprising the step of transmitting the user-selected 
information to the client program if the provider-selected commercially-sponsored message 
meeting the provider-selected criteria has been previously transmitted to the client program 
within at least one provider-selected interval. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because the components 201-203 and 205 of figure 2 are not 
labeled in such a way that one of ordinary skill in the art could determine the functionality or 
scope of the invention without referring to the specification. These components must be labeled 
with meaningful language in response to this objection. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing 
on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure 
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or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended " If a drawing 
figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the 
brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. The replacement 
sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as 
not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-5, 12, 16, 21, 27, 32, and 34, submitted by Applicant on March 3, 2006 and 
modified by the above Examiner's amendment are allowed . 

The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The above Examiner's amendment is meant to clarify the meaning of the claims such that 
one of ordinary skill in the art can clearly identify the metes and bounds of the claimed 
invention. In particular the ambiguous term "qualifying" has been replaced with the language 
"meeting a provider-selected criteria " 
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The Affidavits and arguments filed under 37 CFR 1.131 have been considered and are 
effective to establish a reduction to practice date of September 5, 1996, for the allowed claims. 

With regard to the independent claims, the prior art of record does not disclose a method 
or system as claimed, that transmits in response to a request for information 1) only the requested 
information or 2) only a commercially sponsored message depending on whether or not a 
commercially sponsored message meeting a provider-selected criteria has been previously 
transmitted to the requestor. Wherein all previously transmitted (the case of point #1 above) and 
all transmitted (the case of point #2 above) commercially sponsored messages meeting a 
provider-selected criteria must contain HTML and javascript that cause the commercially- 
sponsored message to be displayed for a limited time period when it is transmitted, after which 
the previously requested information is re-requested. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sean Reilly whose telephone number is 571-272-4228. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glen Burgess can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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